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King Xi?
Trump says he
gave Chinese
JESSE JOHNSON
STAFF WRITER

King Xi. That’s what U.S. President Donald Trump says he called Chinese leader
Xi Jinping during the American president’s 2017 state visit to Beijing.
Trump, speaking Tuesday at the
National Republican Congressional
Committee spring dinner in Washington, said the Chinese president had
denied he was a king, but the U.S. leader
was insistent.
“He said, ‘But I am not king, I am president.’ I said ‘No, you’re president for
life, and therefore you’re king,’” Trump
told the audience, prompting laughter.
“He said, huh. He liked that. I get
along with him great.”
Trump’s November 2017 visit to
China came just months before the
country’s rubber-stamp legislature, the
National People’s Congress, removed
the two-term limit on the Chinese
presidency in March the following year,
effectively cementing Xi’s already iron
grip on power and clearing the way for
him to serve as president for life.
Prior to eliminating term limits, Xi
embarked on a still-running crackdown
on corruption that at the same time
removed virtually all of his potential
rivals and other threats to his authority
within the ruling Communist Party.

India-Pakistan rivalry ensnares tech giants
Military spokesmen warn that unconventional
‘fifth-generation warfare’ being waged in region
ISLAMABAD/NEW DELHI
REUTERS

Pakistani social media campaigner Hanzala
Tayyab leads about 300 ultra-nationalist
cyberwarriors fighting an internet war with
archfoe India in a battle that is increasingly
sucking in global tech giants.
Tayyab, 24, spends his days on Facebook
and encrypted WhatsApp chat rooms organizing members of his Pakistan Cyber Force
group to promote anti-India content and
make it go viral, including on Twitter, where
he has more than 50,000 followers.
That ranges from highlighting alleged
Indian human rights abuses to lionizing
insurgents battling Indian security forces in
Kashmir, a disputed Himalayan region at the
heart of historic tensions between Pakistan
and India.
Tayyab’s job became harder Monday
when the Pakistan Cyber Force’s Facebook
account was taken down, one of 103 Pakistani accounts the social media giant said it
had deleted because of “inauthentic behavior” and spamming. Some Indian nationalist
accounts have also been suspended in recent
weeks.
Portraying himself as an online combatant defending Pakistan from India’s attempts
to destabilize his country, Tayyab plans to
continue playing his role in the broader
information war being fought between the

nuclear-armed foes.
“We are countering the Indian narrative
through social media, we are countering
the enemies of Pakistan,” Tayyab said in an
interview in Islamabad.
With a combined population of 1.5 billion,
India and Pakistan are hot growth markets
for Facebook and Twitter, say analysts.
But with many rival ultra-nationalist and
extremist groups in the region using Facebook and Twitter platforms to advance
their political agenda, both companies face
accusations of bias whenever they suspend
accounts.
Facebook has been buffeted by controversies across the globe in recent years, including for not stopping the use of fake accounts
to try to sway public opinion in the 2016
U.S. presidential election and Britain’s vote
to leave the European Union, and for not acting to stamp out hate speech on its platform
that was fueling ethnic violence in Myanmar.
Four Facebook and more than 20 Twitter
accounts belonging to members of the Pakistan Cyber Force have been shuttered in the
past two months, according to Tayyab, who
is still angry at Twitter for shutting down his
previous personal account in 2016.
A Twitter spokeswoman said: “We believe
in impartiality and do not take any actions
based on political viewpoints.”
A Facebook spokesperson said the company did not remove the Pakistani accounts

Women watch the funeral procession of suspected rebel Aqib Ahmed Kumar in the village of
Hillow, south of Srinagar in Indian-controlled Kashmir, on Monday. Police said four suspected
rebels had been killed in a gunbattle with Indian forces. AP

because of Indian government pressure, but
because people behind them coordinated
with one another and used fake accounts to
misrepresent themselves.
“When we disrupt these networks for
coordinated inauthentic behavior, it’s
because of their deceptive behavior and not
because of the content they’re sharing, or the
ideology or political leanings of the people
behind them,” Facebook said.
Pakistan and India flirted with war in February, when they carried out aerial bomb-

ing missions against each other’s territory for
the first time since the 1971 war and fought a
brief dogfight over the Kashmir skies.
That flare-up was accompanied by a fierce
propaganda war on social media.
This online battle of political and ideological narratives is one that Pakistan’s military
believes it must win at all costs, analysts say.
Military spokesmen often warn unconventional “fifth-generation warfare” is being
waged against Pakistan.
Facebook said Monday the 103 accounts

removed were part of a network linked to
employees of the Pakistani military’s public
relations arm.
Tayyab denies the Pakistan Cyber Force
is linked to Pakistan’s military, saying the
group is made up of volunteers.
But analysts say such cyberarmies work
directly either for Pakistan’s military or civilian state organizations, acting as de facto
proxies or militias in the online battlefields.
“These groups who are being resourced
and organized are actually a kind of a line
of defense for this fifth-generation warfare,”
said Shahzad Ahmed, from Pakistani digital
rights group Bytes for All.
Pakistan’s military did not respond to a
request for comment.
In India, similar nationalist groups are
popping up and pushing to purge and punish those who they perceive to be critical
of India — or supportive of Pakistan — on
social media.
One such group, Clean the Nation, says its
actions have resulted in more than 50 people who had posted what it called anti-India
comments and remarks critical of India’s
armed forces being arrested or suspended
from work or education.
“This is our motherland and if someone
is abusing people who are protecting our
motherland, actually fighting on the ground,
I don’t believe they should be allowed to
work here or allowed to live here,” Rahul
Kaushik, one of co-founders the group, said.
“This is a clear case of treason, in our view.”
Kaushik said Clean the Nation has no formal links with the ruling Bharatiya Janata

Senegal Independence Day Special
Multifaceted reforms boost steady socioeconomic development
GORGUI CISS
AMBASSADOR OF SENEGAL

Today, April 4, Senegal is celebrating the
59th Anniversary of
its Independence. I
am honored to make
use of this auspicious
opportunity to convey my respectful
greetings to Their
Imperial Majesties
Emperor Akihito and Empress Michiko and
the Imperial family.
I am also pleased to pay tribute to Prime
Minister Shinzo Abe, members of the government, institutions and people of Japan.
As we are heading toward Imperial succession, I would like to extend my warmest
congratulations to Their Imperial Majesties
Emperor Akihito and Empress Michiko on
the successful Heisei Era and to express to
them my respectful wishes of good health
and longevity while praying that the upcoming Reiwa Era that will be embodied by the
next Emperor, Crown Prince Naruhito, brings
more peace, prosperity and happiness to the

entire people of Japan.
While congratulating my fellow citizens
living in the very peaceful and welcoming
land of Japan, I am also pleased to convey my
heartfelt and respectful compliments to the
President of Senegal Macky Sall, and extend
my warmest congratulations to him on his
reelection on Feb. 24.
Over the past 59 years, the Senegalese
people have overcome countless challenges
and made tremendous efforts toward social
and economic development. It is of great
significance that Senegal never walked alone
while tackling various challenges over the
years and always received the support of its
partners, among which Japan is one of the
most important.
Our partnership covers various fields,
including politics, diplomacy, economics,
investment and development assistance.
At the bilateral level, through the Japan
International Cooperation Agency, and
under its official development assistance,
Japan has implemented a large number of
projects in a range of sectors, primarily health,
agriculture, fisheries and infrastructure.
With respect to multilateral diplomacy, on
the basis of their several common values and

shared commitment to building a peaceful, prosperous, inclusive and fair world,
Senegal and Japan have designed a strong
collaboration to address global challenges
while supporting each other within international organizations, particularly during their
mandates as nonpermanent members of the
United Nations’ Security Council in 2016 –2017.
Thus, I would like to once again commend
the important support provided every year
by Japan to the annual International Forum
of Dakar on Peace Security in Africa.
The Tokyo International Conference on
African Development (TICAD) VII summit
will be held in Yokohama, from August 28 to
30. Since its inception in 1993, the TICAD process, which is still standing as a unique partnership, has steadily enabled mobilization of
support for Africa’s socioeconomic development, peace and security, governance and
human rights agendas through a wide range
of national and regional projects in line with
the African priorities.
In 2016, the TICAD VI summit held in Nairobi was the very first one to be held on African soil, thus manifesting African ownership
of the process. Against this backdrop, Senegal
strives to steadily enhance its attractiveness
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for business and investment through implementing a three-year Business Environment
and Competitiveness Reform Program, to
grow into one of the world’s best reformers.
In that respect, Senegal offers foreign investors a wide range of incentives, as well as an
accompaniment plan, including industrial
parks and the establishment of special economic zones in Diamniadio, Diass and Sandiara, to increase the private sector’s economic
opportunities and launch sustainable industrialization. Investment opportunities are
growing strongly while the business climate
is continuously improving. Over the past few
years, the government has made constant
efforts in reinforcing the infrastructure sector and the country’s connectivity primarily
through the construction of roads and highways, ports, airports, new cities, as well as the
resorption of the energy gap.
Moreover, in 2014, our president provided
the country with a new development strategy aiming at speeding up its march toward
emergence under the Emerging Senegal Plan
(ESP). The ESP is supported by a vision of
inclusive growth for an emerging Senegal
in 2035 based on three pillars of structural
transformation of the economy, promoting

human capital and enabling governance,
peace and security.
The ESP is a revolutionary framework for a
new departure toward holistic, integral and
sustainable development. The government
has thus initiated the disruptive changes that
today allow Senegal to follow a new development path. These changes are reflected in
actions designed to sustainably raise growth
potential, as well as drive creativity and private initiative to satisfy people’s aspirations
for better lives.
The implementation of the first phase of
the ESP, from 2014–2018, has stimulated a
new dynamic of economic growth and contributed to the consolidation of the macroeconomic framework. The annual growth
rate averaged 6.6 percent during this period
against 3 percent between 2009 and 2013.
On Dec. 17, at the Senegal Consultative
Group meeting, the government of Senegal
presented to its technical and financial partners phase II of the ESP, which covers 2019–
2023. During this forum, Senegal obtained
financial pledges worth $14 billion. This
amount is three times more than expected and
more than twice as much as the first phase.
Phase II of the ESP will hopefully contrib-

ute to robust growth, expected to reach an
average of 9 percent over the period. Its Priority Action’s Plan 2019–2023 comprises a large
portfolio of flagship projects covering various
fields. Priority sectors and domains include
agriculture, horticulture and agro-industry;
infrastructure and construction; energy, oil,
gas and mining; industry; digital economy;
tourism; and finance.
The private sector, both domestic and foreign, is expected to play an important role in
the implementation of these projects.
Despite the fact that Senegal is recently
bestowed with very important oil and
gas deposits, this Priority Action Plan was
designed without consideration of the
incomes expected from these resources that
the country should be producing by 2021.
Lastly, the 60th anniversary of the establishment of diplomatic relations between Senegal and Japan to be celebrated in 2020, will
again give me the opportunity to welcome
the exemplary diplomatic relations that bind
the two countries.
This content was compiled in collaboration
with the embassy. The views expressed here do
not necessarily reflect those of the newspaper.
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